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T2 and the Lysholm score was added for clinical outcome. To calculate
correlations between between the morphological MOCART score, the
clinical Lysholm score and the biochemical parameters, DWI and T2
values for cartilage repair tissue within each patient were evaluated
against healthy articular cartilage as DWI- and T2-index. Images 1 and 2
visualize (a) Diffusion maps and (b) T2 maps for patients after MFX and
MACT.
Results: No differences in MOCART or Lysholm score was observed
between MFX and MACT. T2-mapping was able to distinguish cartilage
repair tissue after MFX and MACT. DWI showed a clear differentiation
between healthy cartilage and cartilage repair tissue in both repair
procedures. Correlation was found between the Lysholm score and the
MOCART score. In addition, a signiﬁcant correlation between the Lysholm
score and DWI and a trend to correlate between the Lysholm score and
T2 could be observed.
Conclusions: Using biochemical MR parameters, additional information
could be gained after different cartilage repair procedures. In combination
with clinical outcome measurements and morphological MR evaluation,
T2-mapping and DWI can be seen as valuable parameters for the follow-
up of cartilage repair and for the characterization of the cartilage repair
tissue. Using the T2 and DWI index, the clear dependency of the bio-
chemical values of cartilage repair tissue on an internal control site was
demonstrated; in addition, biochemical parameters should be simpliﬁed
to help in the clinical evaluation. Further studies should work to conﬁrm
a predictive value for biochemical MR imaging in the long-term outcome
of cartilage repair procedures.
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Purpose: Joint immobilization is beneﬁcial as a treatment option, but
it also causes degeneration or atrophy of the articular cartilage. The
stiffness of articular cartilage decreases after joint immobilization. Soft-
ened articular cartilage is vulnerable to damage during weightbearing.
Scanning acoustic microscopy (SAM) characterizes biological tissues by
estimating the elastic parameters based on the sound speed, which
strongly correlates with the elasticity (Young’s elastic modulus). In the
present study, we applied SAM to estimate the elasticity of the articular
cartilage in the course of knee joint immobilization in a rat knee experi-
mental model.
Methods: Animals: Sixty adult male Sprague-Dawley rats weighing from
380 to 400 g were used. Their knee joints were immobilized at 150º
of ﬂexion by rigid internal but extra-articular ﬁxation for various periods
(4, 8, and 16 weeks). The knee joint capsule and the joint itself were
untouched. Sham operated animals had holes drilled in the femur and
tibia and screws inserted but none of them were plated.
Tissue Preparation: The specimens were ﬁxed with paraformaldehyde.
After decalciﬁcation and dehydration through a graded series of ethanol
solution, the specimens were embedded in parafﬁn. The embedded tissue
was cut into 5mm sagittal sections. Standardized serial sections were
created in the medial midcondylar region of the knee. We chose 3 areas
(non-contact, transitional, and contact area) from each condyle of the
femur and tibia.
Scanning acoustic microscopy (SAM): Our new concept SAM consists
of ﬁve parts: (1) ultrasonic transducer, (2) pulse generator, (3) digital
oscilloscope with PC, (4) microcomputer board and (5) display unit (Fig-
ure 1A). A single pulsed ultrasound with 5 ns pulse width was emitted and
received by the same transducer above the specimen. Distilled water was
used as the coupling medium between the transducer and the specimen.
The reﬂections from the tissue surface and from interface between the
tissue and the glass were received by the transducer and were introduced
into a digital oscilloscope (Figure 1B). The sound speed was calculated
by Fourier-transforming the waveform. Normal light microscopic images
corresponding to the stored acoustic images were captured. In the areas,
the sound speed of total articular cartilage was calculated with a gray
scale images. Gradation color images were also produced for clear
visualization of the sound speed.
Results: In the transitional area, the low sound speed area gradually
expanded from the surface of the articular cartilage in the immobilized
group. The sound speed of the articular cartilage in the transitional area
was slower in the immobilized group compared with the control group
throughout the experimental period. Statistical difference was observed
at 16 weeks in the femur and tibia. In the non-contact area, gradation
color image of the tibial articular cartilage in the immobilized group was
similar to that of the control group. Statistical difference was not observed
through the experimental period.
Conclusions: This is the ﬁrst report of chronological changes in the
sound speed of articular cartilage after immobilization assessed by SAM.
SAM is a powerful tool for evaluating the elasticity and its distribution in
the targeted tissue in situ.
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Purpose: The stress distribution throughout the medial femoral condyle
(MF) depends on the knee ﬂexion angle, with the anterior portion more
heavily loaded in knee extension and the posterior portion in extreme
ﬂexion. Identiﬁcation of speciﬁc regions of MF that are more sensitive
to cartilage loss in OA may reduce the number of participants required
for DMOAD studies. Cartilage loss may, however, depend in part on the
amount of JSN present. The purpose of this study was thus to determine
the sensitivity to change in cartilage thickness throughout the MF in knees
with various stages of medial radiographic joint space narrowing (mJSN).
Methods: An algorithm for subdividing the medial femoral condyle (MF)
in anterior-posterior direction was developed. Spheres were ﬁtted to the
subchondral bone surface (tAB) of MF, to establish a frame of reference
(long axis of the femur, intersecting MF at the trochlear notch = 0º). Nine
overlapping regions of 30º (0−30º, 15−45º, 30−60º etc.) were deﬁned
from anterior to posterior along the tAB of MF. The algorithm was
